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Warwick Triangle Viaduct: Outbound
INTRODUCTION
Th e Warwick Triangle Precinct in Durban 

is one of the busiest trading and transport 

hubs in Africa. Major traffi  c confl ict 

resulted from the movement of the esti-

mated 460 000 people passing through 

every day. Funding made available by 

the government for transport-related 

improvement for the 2010 World Cup 

gave the eTh ekwini Municipality the op-

portunity to fast-track the construction 

of the viaduct that would be necessary 

to remove the at-grade intersections for 

vehicles travelling from the CBD. A con-

dition of the funding (that the improve-

ment be completed before the World Cup) 

necessitated a departure from normal 

procurement, design and construction 

processes. Faced with a highly congested 

work environment and many physical 

constraints, the project team overcame 

all challenges to successfully deliver the 

project safely, and with minimal disrup-

tion to traffi  c, four weeks ahead of the 

demanding schedule. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT
To procure the viaduct in the shortest 

possible time the eTh ekwini Municipality 

Roads Provision Department elected to 

proceed with the project on a design and 

construct basis, a decision which proved 

pivotal to the success of the project. 
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SSI developed a conceptual design and 

facilitated the procurement process. 

Following a prequalifi cation period, four 

tenderers were invited to submit bids. 

Distinguishing features of the tender were 

the following:

 ■ Adjudication of the tenders was based 

not only on price and BEE, but also on 

programme, aesthetics and innovation. 

Th is indicated the client’s willingness 

to reward schemes that could be built 

quickly, were harmonious with the 

environment and that off ered a unique 

solution to the site constraints.

 ■ Benefi cial occupation of two of the 

three lanes over the viaduct was re-

quired by 20 May 2010, with fi nal com-

pletion required by September 2010.

DESIGN APPROACH
Th e primary challenge that had to be 

addressed at the tendering stage was to 

develop a concept that met the diffi  cult 

geometric constraints and that could be 

built within the extremely short construc-

tion period. An unusual design concept 

was developed by Goba (Pty) Ltd and 

the Group Five Pandev JV – a variable 

depth superstructure comprising a bal-

anced cantilever-type pier head, together 

with an infi ll deck of precast concrete 

U-beams. Th is novel structural confi gura-

tion had the following critical advantages:

 ■ Th e variable depth of the superstruc-

ture, which was achieved by having a 

greater structural depth at the supports 

and the thinnest possible depth at mid-

span, meant that it would be possible 

to provide the necessary clearance over 

the Eilat Viaduct and limit the grade 

from the Russell Street intersection to 

not more than 10%.

 ■ Th e construction of the pier heads 

would in general not interfere greatly 

with infrastructure below.

 ■ Construction could progress at any of 

the pier locations in any order, subject 

only to the limitations of the contrac-

tor’s resources.

 ■ Construction of the precast U-beams 

could be carried out simultaneously 

with the pier heads.
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2  Pier 5 awaiting placement of beams

3   Placing beams over Market Road; 

note congested work area

4   Different formwork arrangements

5   The massive scale of the project is even 

more impressive when seen from below
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CONSTRUCTION
Immediately after award the contractor 

created three distinct working zones 

that were fully boarded to provide a safe 

working area. Th e fi rst challenge on site 

was to deal with the myriad of service 

relocations necessary to enable con-

struction of the foundations. Excellent 

communication with the various service 

owners was instrumental in eff ectively 

and quickly completing this vital com-

ponent of the work. Th e next phase was 

the installation of the foundations. Th e 

Warwick Triangle area has a fairly com-

plex geology as a result of the area having 

been the Durban bay shoreline approxi-

mately 4 000 years ago. Berea formation 

sands overlay shale bedrock at the western 

end. Further east estuarine silts and clays 

overlay siltstone with dolerite intrusions. 

Depth to bedrock varies from 20 to 30 m. 

Layers of mixed fi ll cover the natural 

ground in many places, and the water 

table is shallow and tends to be perched 

on clay layers.

Precast piles off ered the optimum 

piling solution in terms of economy and 

speed of construction. Th e piles were all 

equipped with rock shoes to aid penetra-

tion and to provide some fi xity into the 

bedrock. Couplers were required, as two 

or three lengths of piles were required 

from the pile cap to the founding level. 

Th e piers were typically supported on 

16 piles spaced at 1,5 m centres with rakes 

of 1:5 in the longitudinal direction. Over 

4,8 km of piles were required for the nine 

piers and two abutments, with an average 

pile length of 23 m.

Th e nine piers were spaced uniformly 

at 39 m centres. Pier heights ranged from 

9 m to 19 m. Th e column section of the 

pier comprised a hollow box 2 m wide in 

the longitudinal axis of the bridge and 

6 m wide in the transverse direction with 

300 mm thick walls. Th e pier head has a 

variable radius bottom slab with 600 mm 

wide webs and a hollow box cantilever 

section to match the profi le of the 

U-beams in mid-span.  A three-dimen-

sional model was created by the supplier 

of the formwork which assisted greatly 

in visualising the completed pier head. 

Th e complex geometry resulting from 

the vertical and horizontal curvature of 

the road was dealt with by keeping the 

bottom slab geometry constant at each 

pier and manipulating the arc length and 

slope of the initial radius at the root of 

the pier head.

Th e fast-track nature of the project, 

together with the desire to limit diff erential 

shrinkage cracking between subsequent 

concrete pours, led to a somewhat uncon-

ventional process for bridge construction. 

Th is involved casting the bottom slab of 

the pier head together with the lower por-

tion of the webs. Polystyrene void formers 

and hardboard sheets were then installed 

to create the internal formwork. Th is ena-

bled the contractor to create the intricate 

formwork in only three days, with the net 

result that the top slab and upper portion 

of the webs could be cast within a week of 

the bottom slab. Whilst it was expensive, 

this decision contributed signifi cantly to 

accelerating progress on site and virtually 

eliminating diff erential shrinkage cracking. 

After the concrete had gained a strength 

of 35 MPa the pier head was prestressed in 

the longitudinal direction.

Seven of the piers were constructed on 

conventional formwork. Th e pier heads for 

Piers 4 and 5 extended over the existing 

Eilat Viaduct and a diff erent formwork 

arrangement was required. Th is took 
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the form of a substantial structural steel 

gantry with a maximum depth of 4 m that 

cantilevered 10 m off  the pier. Th e gantry 

weighed 65 tons and was constructed 

from plate girders and heavy rolled sec-

tions. Th e steel gantry was supported by 

leaving a hole through the front wall of 

the pier and thickening the side walls. Th e 

concentrated load applied by the gantry 

required a large quantity of bursting 

reinforcing to distribute the stresses 

throughout the pier.

An important feature of the pier head 

was the connectivity between the precast 

beams and the pier head. To reduce future 

maintenance requirements, joints and 

bearings were eliminated as far as pos-

sible. Th e resulting structural system was 

a series of portal frames with only three 

internal joints required in the 372 m long 

bridge. Two end conditions were therefore 

required at the ends of the pier head. 

In most cases a monolithic connection 

was made between the pier head and the 

U-beams. Th is required careful detailing 

of the heavy reinforcing present to pre-

vent a clash between the reinforcing pro-

jecting from the end of the U-beam and 

that projecting from the diaphragm at the 

end of the pier head. Allowance also had 

to be made for the jacks required to stress 

the post-tensioning tendons.

A total of 80 precast concrete 

U-beams were required for the bridge. 

Th e average beam length was 20 m, with 

minor diff erences in length required 

to suit the horizontal curvature of the 

bridge. A small side cantilever of varying 

length was used to match the horizontal 

alignment of the road. Th e beams were 

constructed in a precast yard adjacent 

to the site camp while the piers were 

being constructed.  Beams weighed up to 

35 tons and were transported from the 

precast yard into position on Sundays 

during road closures. A 275-ton mobile 

crane, the largest available in Durban, 

was required to lift the beams into posi-

tion. Th e team fi ne-tuned the logistics 

to such an extent that the road closures 

were reduced to just three hours, during 

which time all eight beams for a span 

were loaded at the yard, transported to 

site and placed in position. Th e beams 

were supported on small nibs at the ends 

of the pier heads until the diaphragms 

had been cast.  

One of the primary benefi ts of the 

structural scheme that was adopted was 

the relative fl exibility in working areas 

during the early stages of construction. 

Th e piers and abutments could be con-

structed in any order, and simultaneously 

with the construction of the precast 

beams. Th is meant that the challenges 

encountered during the relocation of 

services and installation of piles had very 

little impact on the critical path.

CONCLUSION
Funds made available for infrastruc-

tural improvements leading up to the 

2010 World Cup gave the eTh ekwini 

Municipality the opportunity to improve 

the lives of thousands of commuters 

travelling through the Warwick Triangle 

Precinct.  Excellent communication and 

engagement between all role-players, 

together with the adoption of fast-track 

procurement and construction methods, 

delivered the project in record time. Th e 

innovative design and high quality of 

construction have showcased the role of 

engineers to society at large, and have left 

a legacy of a greatly improved urban land-

scape and safer environment for all. 

What the judges had to say
The construction of the outbound viaduct 

over the Warrick Triangle precinct had 

all the ingredients of an exciting project 

– congested work environment, diffi  cult 

geometric constraints, complex geotech-

nical conditions and an extremely tight 

programme. The solution adopted for this 

372 m long viaduct involved a combination 

of cast in situ, balanced cantilever-type 

pier heads combined with an infi ll deck 

consisting of precast concrete U-beams 

averaging 20 m long. The project de-

manded an innovative, yet practical solution 

and a team eff ort between designer and 

contractor. In commending this project, the 

awards adjudication panel took cognisance 

of the technical complexity of the project, 

the many innovations involved, its timely 

completion and the eff ect the project 

will have on the lives of the estimated 

460 000 people who pass through this busy 

trading and transport hub every day.
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6  The completed bridge
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